
City Church Connect 2 April 2020


Intro 

Welcome to City Church Preston Connect.   If this is your first time with 
us or you are part of our City Church community, you are very welcome.  
As you doubtless know, we have moved all of our meetings online for the 
duration of the COVID-19 outbreak, but we want to continue to serve you 
and want to help you feel connected.


So instead of our usual Friday night Bible Connect, we are providing a 
short introduction video and some written questions as discussion starters for you to have a look 
at and reflect on.  If you would like to discuss and share in this further then we will also be holding 
an online forum on Friday evening, but more of that at the end.


Can I encourage you to use some of this enforced down time wisely.  We could just binge on box 
sets (I’ve particularly enjoyed the Madalorian on Disney+ … not advertising, #just saying!), bit we 
can also use this time to grow and develop our faith, to renew or strengthen connections and to  
deepen our relationship with God.  Maybe a (virtual) coffee on FaceTime or Skype or over the 
phone - give it a try.  I’m always up for a virtual coffee and a chat.


Our Friday evening connect group has been studying Hebrews for a while now, and we are up to 
Hebrews ch 13.  Last week we read Hebrew 13 v1-8, and this week we’re looking at Hebrews 13: 
9-25.


Its worth reflecting that Hebrews was thought to have been written around AD60 to AD70, at a 
time when the Jews were rebelling against the Roman occupation.  This resulted in increasing 
tension and pressure for the Jews, ultimately leading to the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans in AD70.  So the Jews at the time were living through a period of uncertainty and 
difficulty, which in a lot of ways has a resonance with our times right now.  So this book of 
Hebrews has some really relevant things to say to us.


So using N.T.Wright’s Book    Hebrews - Studies for Individuals and Groups  (This week I’ve 
added some additional thoughts to help us in our reflections.  This will hopefully help us with the 
flow on Friday evening online)


Read Hebrews 13 v9-25  

Study starters 

1. What similarities between Jesus and the sacrificial animals of the sin offering does the author 
highlight in verses 10-14


The writer makes a contrast between the old Jerusalem and its system of animal sacrifices and 
the new Jerusalem with Jesus being sacrificed once for all, and making the statement that we are 
to be part ope the new and to do that we need to leave the old stuff behind.


The water also uses irony, in that the strange teachings in verse 9 are the Jewish food laws, and 
what he is really saying is that we need grace ion our hearts rather than specific or special food in 
our stomachs.  This is of course very controversial - see Mk7 and Gal2.  Are there things of past 
religious structures that we are reluctant to let go of to embrace what Jesus id doing and showing 
us?  Do we sometimes hold on to past structures because we don’t want people to think bad of 
us?  Is this what the writer is getting at in verse 13 when he says l’et us go out bearing the 
contempt and abuse and shame with him’?


The writer also compares Jesus to the sin offerings in that he makes the point that Jesus’ 
followers are happy to leave the organised religion and ritual behind to embrace the reality.  Verse 
10 shows that rather than depriving us of access to God, rather it allows us to enter the true holy 
of holies, as we have been made holy by the blood of Jesus.  So  actually  they (us) are more 



privileged.  The same verse also goes on to  show that those who don’t embrace this new 
covenant  have no access to this ultimate altar. 


2. Once again in Hebrews 13:10 the writer mentions the future city we have.  How does this help 
us hold lightly to the material goods, position, prestige, accomplishments, family or other 
sources of self worth we get in this world?


Verse 13 says ‘let us go forth from all that would prevent us to him outside the camp’ (AMP) and 
verse 14 carries on with ‘for here we have no permanent city, but are looking for the one to come.’  
Hebrews calls us to not be held back and preoccupied with material things, but rather let them go 
and become more peripheral.  Rather to focus on what’s important and eternal.  Recognising that 
we are really looking for the city to come..  Does this help us to hold on to things differently and 
recalibrate our lives ?  This has a resonance with the story Jesus tells about the man who tore 
down his barns top rebuild bigger ones after a great harvest, with the intention of taking it easy, 
but missed the eternal perspective.  I suppose it gets us to reframe our view, and reflect on 
wether we are consumed by the temporal or if we have a more eternal view?


3. The water may have been speaking about the tabernacle in the wilderness during Moses’ day 
rather than the Jerusalem temple to avoid mentioning too directly the central institution of 
Judaism which Jesus declared to be under God’s judgement and whose sacrificial system he 
replaced.  Orbit may be that the temple had already been destroyed by the Romans.  In either 
case, the point is that the followers of Jesus should be happy to leave the city and its temple 
even though their fellow Jews may regard them as traitors.  SO with the old sacrificial system 
defunct, what does Hebrews 13:15-16 say about the different ways we can bring a continual 
sacrifice of praise to God?


Rather than dead animals this calls us to the worship God really wants, that we identify with 
Jesus, even when its not easy or convenient, and so that our walk and fellowship with Jesus 
bears fruit.  The common life of generous hearted fellowship isn a sacrifice of worship, and God 
loves it.  Verse 16 lists some specific fruits of this approach to whole life worship …kindness, 
good works, generosity, care and provision, which are all pleasing to God and are outputs or 
consequences  of our love for God and show how God’s love and grace have changed us.  Some 
of the specifics in v16 may be a real sacrifice for us, and may not be our comfort zone - does this 
make them invalid or more valid as worship?


4. The present mood in Western society, in which all authority seems suspect, and all power is 
assumed to corrupt people, gives an extra excuse to people who want to do their own thing 
rather than submit in any way to someone else.  And yet, v17-25 suggest there are 
appropriate structures of responsibility within God’s church.  How is the relationship between 
leaders in the church and the rest of God’s people described in these verses?


Often authority’s isn usually treated with suspicion and leads people to do their own thing in 
isolation.  God sees his people as sheep who benefit from shepherds.  Jesus himself is the true 
shepherd (v20) but he calls others as under shepherds (Peter in Jn21).  Shepherds care for and 
protect the sheep under their care and don’t rule over them or take advantage of them.  This is 
often not really the way the world sees leadership, and not the way many of us have experienced 
it either!  When shepherds do their job well, the sheep benefit by following their lead.


(In CCP we see it as really important to be clear what servant leadership looks like in practice, so 
we have a Code of Conduct which spells out how we see servant leadership working and how it 
affects what we do and how we do it.  If you want a copy to have a look at, let me know)


5. What truths are learned in verses 17-25 about the work of the kingdom?


Serving one another brings benefits.  Verse 17 shepherds doing the right thing are constantly 
watching over the souls and guarding the spiritual welfare (AMP) of the people they care for as 



people who have to render an account.  Is this what Paul talks about 
when he says he daily bears the burden of the churches in 2 Cor 11:28?  
Verse 17 goes onto suggest that we all benefit from this diversity of gifting 
and calling, in that if we help and are part of the flow, this can be a joyful 
experience for all and beneficial and profitable for all.  


Does this model a kingdom principle that Jesus speaks about in Matt 
20:24  “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so 
among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be 
your servant, and shows the difference that there should be in God’s kingdom?  Is this speaking 
more about servant leadership and responsibility (care and protection) rather than authority in the 
sense of ruling or directing?  Is this how we should see kingdom principles?


6. The crowning glory of this final passage is the great blessing in verses 20-21, which is still 
used regularly in many churches, especially at Easter.  How do these verses bring Hebrews to 
a culmination?


Hebrews 13:20-21   Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, 
that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.


In a great and dramatic way (I love the phrasing and imagery!) these two verses summaries the 
book of Hebrews in a blessing.  They take us through the sacrificial death of Jesus, hist 
resurrection, the inauguration of the New Covenant and the ultimate bond between God and his 
people which brings in the new age to come.  This is not limited to life after death, but starts right 
now through us his people today (v21).  This is us being trained and kitted out fully for the tasks 
that God has for us.  Hebrews has shown us that to be fully involved in this new kingdom, living 
and working for God, requires effort, determination and patience, and that it is only accomplished 
ultimately by God working mysteriously in and through us. 


Jesus has pioneered the way and we follow him; it is Jesus who has made it possible for us to 
enter even now into God’s presence.  We should also recognise that even as Jesus faced 
struggles on his journey, then so will we, but just as Jesus overcame, so can web the power of the 
Holy Spirit.


…and finally, a couple of personal reflections (you can share these if you want to, or keep them 
personal)


7. As you think back over the themes of Hebrews, what truths or challenges have been most 
significant for you?


8. How has your life of faith been changed by your journey through this letter?


If you would like some support or want to share what you found, then please contact us.  If you 
would like to discuss further we will be having on online forum on Friday evening at 8pm using 
Zoom.  You can either dial in by phone or video conference in from a smart phone or computer.  If 
you would like to join then let us know  and we’ll send you out the details


Let’s pray together…

This is a direct quotation from Hebrews 13:20-21 and it’s a blessing for us all to receive today


Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, 

that great Shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 

make you complete in every good work to do His will, 




working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, 

through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be glory forever and ever. 

Amen


God bless you and stay safe


Grace and peace

Paul 



